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Next Meetlng Sunday, November 13, 9:00 AM

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Thank you, Ray Fanchamps, for your
presentation on skeleton clocks during
the September meeting. A special thanks
goes out to all members who brought in
& their own skeleton clocks to add to the
presentation and discussion.

@ The educational talk this month will be

| ‘Turkish Timepieces'. Please bring any
examples you may have in your collec-
tion to share and discuss with others.

Recent instances of legal claims made at
regionals and suitcase classes have forced us to consider the need for insurance
coverage for the chapter. Join us for a discussion session after the November edu-
cational program to discuss the need and amount of coverage we may want. The
national has coordinated insurance coverage that is available for purchase by chap-
ters.

The board has decided the Chapter dues will be reduced from $25 to $20/year. This
is being done to keep dues as low as possible while remaining fiscally sound. Dues
can be paid at the November meeting.

Future educational talks planned are as follows:

January Atmos Clocks, by Mike Dempsey

March Third Annual Chapter 47 Auction

May The Evolution of Brass Production for Horology, by Craig White
September Early Battery Clocks ,by Ray Fanchamps

November Accutron Watches, by Mike Dempsey

Thank you,

Craig White




:Spot a Clock—Last month'’s clock can be found in
1the Humanities Room of the Milwaukee Public Li-
Ibrary. The attached write-up provides a summary of
:information on the clock. Can you guess where the
iclock below is located? The answer will be posted at

Ithe November meeting, by the coffee.

In Memoriam...

Fellow member Gilbert ‘Gil’ Faulls passed away in
October. He was 69. We extend our condolences
to his family and friends.

| Treasurer’s Report
1August 1, 2011

1 Opening Balance $2,423.72
Income:
Dues and Admissions $194.00
Donations $ 2.00
Total Income $196.00
Expenses:
Coffee and Donuts ($80.99)
Newsletter ($61.43)
Total Expenses ($142.42)

It’s time to pay your
2012 dues, so break
out your checkbook
and send in a check!
Dues have been re-
duced to $20 for
2012,

Sept. 30, 2011 Closing Balance $2,477.30

Dan Osterud, Treasurer

Photos from September 2011 Chapter
47 Meeting and Mart

The September education program was on
Skeleton Clocks, by Ray Fanchamps

Our members, enjoying coffee and donuts
during the September Mart




Chapter 47 September Newsletter “Spot a Clock”

This clock is located in the Frank P. Zeidler Humanities
Room, on the second floor of the main branch of the Mil-
waukee Public Library. The clock is a three-weight, nine-
tube tall case clock. The clock was a gift to the library.
There is a small brass plate on the case with the inscrip-
tion “In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Schwartz-
burg”.

The movement is not visible, and the library does not
have information on the clockmaker. The brass dial is
engraved “Alsted Kasten Co., Milwaukee”, likely the
jeweler from which the clock was purchased. The library
staff allowed opening of the waist door for a closer in-
spection of the weights, tubes and pendulum. The tubes
provided a clue to the maker, as they were stamped
“Walter H. Durfee & Co. Providence, RI”

Several articles have been published about Mr. Durfee in
the Bulletin, including one by Owen and Jo Burt (V23,
215, p556). Mr. Durfee was initially an architect, but
switched to the antiques business. He traveled exten-
sively looking for high-quality English and American an-
tiques. During a trip to England, he and an acquaintance
decided to form a clock business, which became Durfee
and Enches. The business purchased high-end bracket
clocks from Jennens and Sons, Inc. in London, and sold
them with a Durfee and Enches mark in Durfee’s antique
shop. In 1884, his partner lost his fortune gambling.
Durfee continued to sell clocks on his own. He commis-
sioned Jennens and Sons to produce a two weight tall-
case clock to Durfee’s design. At this time, clock sales in
America were dominated by cheap shelf clocks. Durfee’s
high-quality tall case clocks became an instant success
among wealthier Americans, revitalizing this style.

During another trip to England in 1886, Durfee met J.
Harrington, who had just developed and patented a
method for manufacturing high-quality chime tubes. Dur-
fee purchased the rights to be the sole agent for these
tubes in America. The Elliot Clock Company was com-
missioned to produce a movement that could utilize the
Harrington chime tubes. Durfee sold his first chiming tall
case clock in 1887 for $500.

Production expanded in the 1890’s, with tall case clocks
produced with either a five-tube or nine-tube movement.
By 1897, Durfee had sold over 1,000 chiming clocks. In
1902, another clockmaker began to manufacture clocks
that had tubes manufactured outside of the Harrington
patent. Durfee sued and lost, losing his exclusive rights
to chime tubes.

By 1905, Frank Herschede had designed a chime tube, as
did Waltham Clock Company several years later. As
competition increased, prices and quality began to de-
cline. Durfee, however, insisted that his clocks continue
to be manufactured to the highest standards of quality.

If you like to suggest a clock for the newsletter’s “‘Spot a
Clock’, please contact Ed Buc at the Chapter meetings or
by email at timecraft_wi@yahoo.com.
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[] |Chapter 47 Membership Dues 1 Year $20.00
NAWCC CHAPTER 47 I [ Goldcard — s I
old Card prepaid entry to meetings | 1 Year 10.00 OR $3 at door
P O Box 05252 [ ] NAWCC Membership Dues 1 Year $70.00* Or $90 with spouse
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Banquets and Meetings I [NAWCC CHAPTER 47 |
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414-321-2637 I I
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CLOCKS & THINGS

13550 Lannie Ct, ElIm Grove, WI, 53122
Phone: (262) 789-0425

PAUL?

AUCTTION C?IN¢

Restore, repair of fine watches & clocks.

Full service Horological machining needs
from balance staffs to .......

Mike Paul - www.paulauctioncom - 2623383030 | [ - gears, wheels and pinions.

www.theclockworks.com M
34 East Center Avene BGHE » A AR
Lake Bluff, IL 60044-2584

847-234-7272
davidlee@theclockworks.com . 1P5va\5’s i c O:.— o RR -

. - & 'm e nm -
We buy, sell, repair & restore Clendale. Wi 53209

Clocks, watches & barometers

414-2238-9115




